























XI. 1,1-IE POTSDAl\1 DECLAitATION 
(New York Times, Aug. 3, 194-5) 
lZEPORT ON TJ-IE TRIPARTITE CONFERENCE 
OF BERLIN 
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On July 17, 1945, the President of the United 
States of America, Harry S. Truman; the Chairman 
of the Council of People's Commissars of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, Generalissimo J. V. 
Stalin, and the Prime Minister of Great Britain, 
V\Tinston S. Churchill, together with Mr. Clement R. 
Attlee, met in the Tripartite Conference of Berl in. 
They were accompanied by the Foreign Secretaries 
of the three Governments, Mr. James F. Byrnes, Mr. 
V. lVI. Molotoff, and Mr. Anthony Eden, the Chief of 
Staff, and other advisers. 
There were nine meetings between July 17 and 
July 25. The Conference was then interrupted for 
t'.VO days while the results of the British general elec-
tion were being declared. 
On July 28 Mr. Attlee returned to the Conference 
as Prime Minister, accompanied by the new Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Ernest Bevin. Four 
days of further discussion then toook place. During 
the course of the Conference there were regular meet-
ings of the heads of the three Governments acco1n-
panied by the Foreign Secretaries, and also of the 
Foreign Se~~ retaries alone. Committees appointed 
by the Foreign Secretaries for preliminary considera-
tion of questions before the Conference also met daily. 
The meetings of the Conference were held at the 
Cecilienhof, near Potsdam. The Conference ended 
on Aug. 2, 194 5. 
Important decisions and agreen1ents \vere reached. 
Vie\vs \Vere exchanged on a number of other ques-
tions and consideration of these matters \vill be con-
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tinued by the Council of 'Foreign Ministers establish-
ed by the Conference. 
President Truman, Generalissimo Stalin and 
Prime Minister Attlee leave this Conference, which 
has strengthened the ties between the three Govern-
ments and extended the scope of their collaboration 
and understanding, with renewed confidence that 
their Governments and peoples, together with the 
other United Nations, will insure the creation of a 
just and enduring peace. 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A COUNCIL OF 
FOREIGN MINISTERS 
The Conference reached an agreement for the 
establishment of a Council of Foreign Ministers · 
representing the five principal powers to continue the 
necessary preparatory \vork for the peace settlements 
and to take up other matters which from time to tin1e 
may be referred to the Council by agreement of the 
Governments participating in the Council. 
The text of the agreement for the establishment of 
the Council of Foreign Ministers is as follovvs: 
1. There shall be established a Council composed 
of the Foreign Ministers of the United Kingdom, the 
Unjon of the Soviet Socialist Republics, China, 
France and the United States. 
2. (I) The Council shall normally meet in Lon-
don, which shall be the permanent seat of the Joint 
Secretariat which the Council -vvill form. Each of the 
Foreign Ministers will be accompanied by a high-
ranking deputy, duly authorized to carry on the \iVOrk 
of the Council in the absence of his Foreign Minister, 
and by a small staff of technical advisers. 
(II) The first meeting of the Council sh all be 
held in London not later than Sept. 1, 1945. Meetings 
may be held by common agreement in other capita ls 
as may be agreed from time to time. 
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3. (I) As its in11nediate in1portant task the Coun-
cil shall be authorized to draw up, vvith a vie\v to 
their subm·ission to the United Nations, treaties of 
peace \Vith Italy, Run1ania, Bulgaria, Hungary and 
Finland, and to propose scttletnen ts of territorial 
questions outstanding on the tertnination of the war in 
Europe. The Council shall be utilized for the prepa-
ration of a peace settlement for Germany to be ac-
cep ted by the government of Gern1any when a gov-
ernment adequate for the purpose is established. 
(II) For the discharge of each of these tasks the 
Council will be composed of the members represent-
ing those states which were signatory to the terms of 
surrender imposed upon the enemy state .concerned. 
For the purpose of the peace settlement for Italy, 
France shall be regarded as a signatory to the terms 
of surrender for Italy. Other members will be in vi ted 
to paticipate when matters directly concerning them 
are under discussion. 
(III) Other matters may from time to time be 
referred to the Council by agreement between the 
member Governments. 
OUTSIDE STATES TO BE INVITED 
4. (I) Whenever the Council is considering a ques-
tion of direct interest to a State not represented there-
on, such State should be invited to send representa-
tives to participate in the discussion and study of that 
question. 
(II) The Council may adapt its procedure to the 
particular problem under consideration. In some 
cases it may hold its own preliminary discussions 
prior to the p9-rtici pation of other interested states. 
. In other cases, the Council may convoke a formal 
conference of the state chiefly interested in seeking a 
solution of the particular problem. 
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In accordance with the decision of the Conference 
the three Governments have each addressed an identi-
cal invitation to the Governments of China and 
France to adopt this text and to join in establishing 
the Council. 
The establishment of the Council of Foreign Min-
isters for the specific purposes named in the text will 
be without prejudice to the agreement of the Crimea 
conference that there should be periodic consultation 
among the foreign . secretaries of the United States, 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the 
United Kingdom. 
The conference also considered the_ position of the 
European Advisory Commission in the light of the 
agreement to establish the Council of Foreign Min-
isters. It was noted with satisfaction that the com-
mission had ably discharged its principal task by 
the recommendations that it had furnished for the 
terms of Germany's unconditional surrender, for the 
zones of occupation in Germany and Austria, and for 
the inter-Allied control machinery in those countries. 
It was felt that further work of a detailed character 
for the coordination of Allied policy for the control 
of Germany and Austria would in future fall within 
the competence of the Allied control council at 
Berlin and the Allied commission at Vienna. Accord-
ingly, it was agreed to recommend that the European 
Advisory Commission be dissolved. 
GERMANY 
The Allied armies are in occupation of the whole 
of Germany and the German people have begun to 
atone for the terrible crimes committed under the 
leadership of those whom in the hour of their suc-
cess, they openly approved and blindly obeyed. 
Agreement has been reached at this conference on 
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the poli tical and econotnic princi pies of a coordinated 
Allied policy toward defeated Germany during the 
period of AU{ed control. 
The purpose of this agreement is to carry out the 
Crimea Declaration on Germany. Germ an militarism 
and nazism will be extirpated and the Allies will take 
in agreement together, now and in the future, the 
other measures necessary to assure that Germany 
never again will threaten her neighbors or the peace 
of the world. 
It is not the intention of the Allies to destroy or 
enslave the German people. It is the intention of the 
Allies that the German people be given the oppor-
tunity to prepare for the eventual reconstruction of 
their life on a democratic and peaceful basis. If the ir 
own efforts are steadily directed to this end, it will be 
possible for them in due course to take their place 
among the free and peaceful peoples of the world. 
The text of the agreement is as follows: 
THE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC PRINCIPLES TO 
GOVERN THE TREATMENT OF GERMANY IN THE 
INITIAL CONTROL PERIOD 
A. POLITICAL PRINCIPLES. 
1. In accordance with the agreement on control 
machinery in Germany, supreme authority in Ger-
many is exercised on instructions from their respec-
tive Governments, by the Commander in Chief of 
the Armed Forces of the United States of America, 
the U ni t~d Kingdom, the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, and the French Republic, each in his 
own zone of occupation, and also jointly, in matters 
affecting Germany as a whole, in their capacity as 
members of the Control Council. 
2. So far as is practicable, there shall be uniformity 
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of treatment of the German population throughout 
Germany. 
3. The purposes of the occupation of Germany 
by which the Control Council shall be guided are: 
(I) The complete disarman1ent and demilitariza-
ti9n of Germany and the elimination or control of 
all German industry that could be used for military 
production. To these ends: 
(A) All German land, naval and air forces, th.e 
S.S., S.A., S.D., and Gestapo, with all their organiza-
tions, staffs and institutions, including the general 
staff, the officers' corps, reserve corps, military 
schools, war veterans' organizations and all other mil-
itary and quasi-military organizations, together with 
all clubs and associations which serve to keep alive 
the military tradition in Germany, shall be complete-
ly and finally abolished in such manner as permanent-
ly to prevent the revival or reorganization of German 
militarism and nazism. 
(B) All arms, ammunition and implements of war 
and all specialized facilities for their production shall 
be held at the disposal of the Allies or destroyed. The 
maintenance and production of all aircraft and all 
arms, ammunition and implements of war shall be 
prevented. 
(II) To convince the German people that they 
have suffered a total military defeat and that they 
cannot escape responsibility for what they· have 
brought upon themselves, since .their own ruthless 
warfare and the fanatical Nazi resistance have de-
stroyed German economy and made chaos and suffer-
ing inevitable. 
(III) To destroy theN ational Socialist Party and 
its affiliated and supervised organizations, to dissolve 
all Nazi institutions, to insure that they are not re-
213 
vived in any form, and to prevent all Nazi and mili -
tarist ac tivity or prop aganda. 
(IV ) T o p repare for the eventual reconstruction 
of German political life on a democratic basis and 
for eventual peaceful cooperation in international 
life by Germany. 
4. A ll Nazi laws which provided the basis of 
the Hitler regime or established discrimination on 
grounds of race, creed, or political opinion shall be 
abolished. No such discriminations, whether legal , 
administrative or otherwise, shall be tolerated. 
5. War criminals and those who have participated 
in planning or carrying out Nazi enterprises involv-
ing or resulting in atrocities or war crimes shall be 
arrested and brought to judgment. Nazi leaders, in-
fluential Nazi supporters and high officials of Nazi 
organizations and institutions and any other persons 
dangerous to the occupation or its objectives shall be 
arrested and interned. 
6. All members of the Nazi party who have been 
more than nominal participants in its activities and 
all other persons hostile to Allied purposes shall be 
removed from public and semi-public office and from 
positions of responsibility in important private un-
dertakings. Such persons shall be replaced by persons 
who, by their political and moral qualities, are deem-
ed capable of assisting in developing genuine demo-
cratic institutions in Germany. 
7. German education shall be so controlled as com-
pletely to eliminate Nazi and · militarist doctrines 
and to make possible the successful development of 
democratic ideas. 
TO REORGANIZE JUDICIAL SYSTEM 
8. The judicial system will be reorganized in ac-
cordance with the princi pies of detnocracy, of justice 
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under law, and of equal rights for all citizens with-
out distinction of race, nationality or religion. 
9. The administration of affairs in Germany should 
be directed toward the decentralization of the politi-
cal structure and the development of local responsi-
bility. To this end: -
(I) Local self-government shall be restored 
throughout Germany on democratic principles and 
in particular through elective councils as rapidly as 
is consistent with military security and the purposes 
of military occupation; 
(II) All democratic political parties with rights 
of assembly and of public discussions shall be allovved 
and encouraged throughout Germany; 
(III) Representatives and elective princi pies 
shall be introduced into regional, provincial and 
state (land) administration as rapidly a_s may be justi-
fied by the successful application of these princip1es 
in local self-government; 
(IV) For the time being no central German Gov-
ernment shall be established. Notwithstanding this, 
however, certain essential central German admin-
istrative departments, headed by state secretaries, 
shall be established, particularly in the fields of fi-
nance, transport, communictions, foreign trade and 
industry. Such departments will act under the direc-
tion of the Control Council. 
10. Subject to the necessity for maintaining mili-
tary security, freedom of speech, press and religion 
shall be permitted, and religious institutions shall be 
respected. Subject likewise to the maintenance of 
military security, the formation of free trade unions 
shall be permitted. 
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B. ECONOMIC PRINCIPLES 
11. In order to eli In in ate G e nn any's war potent i a 1 , 
the production of arms, ammunition and implements 
of war as well as all types of aircraft and sea-going 
ships shall be prohibited and prevented. Production 
of metals, chetnicals, machinery and other items that 
are directly necessary to a war economy shall be rigid-
ly controlled and restricted to Germany's approved 
post-war peacetime needs to meet the objectives stated 
in Paragraph 15. Productive capacity not needed for 
permitted production shall be ren1oved in accordance 
\vi th the reparations plans recommended by the Al-
lied Commission on reparations and approved by the 
Governments concerned, or if not removed shall be 
destroyed. 
12. At the earliest practicable date the German 
economy shall be decentralized for the purpose of 
eliminating the present excessive concentration of 
economic power as exemplified in particular by car-
tels, syndicates, trusts and other monopolistic arrange-
ments. 
13. In organizing the German economy, primary 
emphasis shall be given to the development of agri-
culture and peaceful domestic industries. 
14. During the period of occupation Germany 
shall be treated as a single economic unit. To this end 
common policies shall be established in regard. to: 
(A) Mining and industrial production and allo-
cations; 
(B) Agriculture, forestry and fishing; 
(C) Wages, prices and rationing; 
(D) Import and export program for Germany as 
a whole; 
(E) Currency and banking, central taxation and 
customs; 
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(F) Reparation and ren1oval of industrial war 
potential; 
(G) Transportation and communications. 
In applying these policies account shall be taken, 
where appropriate, of varying local conditions. 
15. Allied controls shall be imposed upon the Ger-
man economy, but only to the extent necessary; 
(A) To carry out programs of industrial dis-
arman1ent and den1ilitarization, of reparations, and 
of approved exports and imports. 
(B) To assure the production and maintenance of 
goods and services required to meet the needs of the 
occupying forces and displaced persons in Germany, 
and essential to maintain in Germany average living 
standards not exceeding the average of the standards 
of living of European countries. (European countries 
means all Euro.pean countries, excluding the United 
Kingdom and the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics.) 
(C) To insure in the manner determined by the 
Control Council the equitable distribution of essen-
tial commodities between the several zones so as to 
produce a balanced economy throughout Germany 
and reduce the need for imports. 
(D) To control German industry and all economic 
and financial international transactions, including ex-
ports and imports, with the aim of preventing Ger-
many 'from developing a 'var potential and of achiev-
ing the other objectives named herein. 
(E) To control all German public or privat~ 
scientific bodies, research and experimental institu-
tions, laboratories, etc., connected with economic ac-
tivities. 
GERMANS TO RUN THINGS 
16. In the imposition and maintenance of econon1ic 
controls established by the Control Council German 
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ad1ninistrati ve n1achinery shall be created and the 
German authorities shall be required to the fullest 
ex tent practicable to proclaim and assume adminis-
tration of such controls. Thus it should be brought 
hon1e to the Ger1nan people that the responsibility 
for the ad1ninistration of such controls and any break-
down in th ese controls wi ll rest wi th themselves. Any 
German controls which may run counter to the ob-
jective of occupation \viii be prohibited. 
17. Measures shall be promptly taken: 
(A) To effect essential repair of transport; 
(B) To enlarge coal production; 
(C) To maxin1ize agriculture output; and 
(D) To effect emergency repair of housing and 
essential utili ties. 
18. Appropriate steps shall be taken by the Control 
Council to exercise control and the pow~r of disposi-
tion over German-owned external assets not already 
under the control of United Nations which have taken 
part in the war against Germany. 
19. Payment of reparations should leave enough re-
sources to enable the German people to subsist with-
out external assistance. In working out the economic 
balance of Germany the necessary means must be 
provided to pay for imports approved by the Con-
trol Council in Germany. The proceeds of exports 
from current production and stocks shall be avail-
able in the first place for payn1ent for such imports. 
The above clause will not apply to the equipment 
and products referred to in Paragraphs 4 (A) and 
4 (B) of the reparations agreement. 
REPARATIONS FROTvf GERMANY 
In accordance with the Crimea decision that Ger-
many be compelled to compensate to the greatest pos-
sible extent for the loss and suffering that she has 
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caused to the United Nations and for which the Ger-
man people cannot escape responsibility, the follow-
ing agreement on reparations was reached: 
1. Reparation claims of the U.S.S.R. shall be met 
by removals from the zone of Germany occupied by 
the U.S.S.R. and from appropriate German external 
assets. 
2. The U.S.S.R. undertakes to settle the reparation 
claims of Poland from its own share of reparations. 
3. The reparation claims of the United States, the 
United Kingdom and other countries entitled to 
reparations shall be met from the western zones and 
from appropriate German external assets. 
4. In addition to the reparations to be taken by the 
U.S.S.R. from its own zone of occupation, the 
U.S.S.R. shall receive additionally from the westerq 
zones: 
(A) Fifteen per cent of such usable and complete 
industrial capital equipment, in the first place from 
the metallurgical, chemical and machine manufactur-
ing industries, as is unnecessary for the German peace 
economy and should be removed from the western 
zones of Germany, in exchange for an equivalent 
value of food, coal, potash, zinc, timber, clay prod-
ucts, petroleum products and such Dther commodities 
as may be agreed upon. 
(B) Ten per cent of such industrial capital equip-
ment as is unnecessary for the German peace economy 
and should be removed from the ·western zones, to be 
transferred to the Soviet Government on reparations 
account without payment or exchange of any kind in 
return. 
Removals of equipment as provided in (A) and 
(B) above shall be made simultaneously. 
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REPARATIONS SET IN SIX MONTHS 
5. The atnount of equipment to be removed from 
the wes tern zones on account of reparations must be 
determined \vithin six tnonths from now at the latest. 
6. Removals of industrial capital equipment shall 
begin as soon as possible and shall be completed with-
in tvvo years from the determination specified in 
Paragraph 5. The delivery of products covered by 
4 (A) above shall begin as soon as possible and shall 
be made by the U.S.S.R. in agreed installments within 
five years of the date hereof. The determination of the 
amount and character of the industrial capital equip-
ment unnecessary for the German peace economy and 
therefore available for reparations shall be made by 
the Control Council under policies fixed by the Allied 
Commission on Reparations, \vith th~ participation 
of France, subject to the final approval of the zone 
commander in the zone from which the equipment is 
to be removed. 
7. Prior to the fixing of the total amount of equip-
ment subject to removal, advance deliveries shall be 
made in respect of such equipment as will be deter-
mined to be eligible for delivery in accordance with 
the procedure set forth in the last sentence of Para-
graph 6. 
8. The Soviet Government renounces all claims in 
respect of reparations to shares of German enterprises 
which are located in the western zones of occupation 
in Germany, as well as to German foreign assets in 
all countries, except those specified in Paragraph 9 
below. 
9. The Governments of the United Kingdom and 
the United States of America renounce their claims 
in resp~ct of reparations to shares of German enter-
prises vvhich are located in the Eastern Zone of occu-
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pation in Gern1any, as well as to German foreign as-
sets in Bulgaria, Finland, HJ.Ingary, Ru~ania and 
eastern Austria. 
10. The Soviet Government makes no claims to 
gold captured by the Allied troops in Germany. 
DISPOSAL OF THE GERMAN NAVY AND 
MERCHANT MARINE 
The Conference agreed in principle upon a_rrange-
men ts for the use and disposal of the surrendered Ger-
man Fleet and merchant ships. It was decided that 
the three governments would appoint experts to work 
out together detailed plans to give effect to the agreed 
principles. A further joint statement will be pub-
lished simultaneously by the three governments in 
due course. 
CITY OF KOENIGSBERG AND THE ADJACENT AREA 
The Conference examined a proposal by the Soviet 
Government that pending the final determination of 
territorial questions at the peace settlement the sec-
tion of the western frontier of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics which is adjacent to the .Baltic 
Sea should pass from a point on the eastern shore of 
the Bay of Danzig to the east, north of Braunsberg-
Goldap, to the meeting point of the frontiers of Lithu-
ania, the Polish Republic and East Prussia. 
The Conference has agreed in principle to the pro-
posal of the Soviet Government concerning the ulti-
n1ate transfer to the Soviet Union of the city of 
Koenigsberg and the area adjacent to it as described 
above, subject to expert examination of the actual 
frontier. 
The President of the United States and the British 
Prime Minister have declared that they will support 
the proposal of the Conference at the forthcon1ing 
peace settlement. 
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\V AR CIUT\1INALS 
rT'he three governn1ents have taken note of the dis-
cussions which have been proceeding in recent weeks 
in London between British, United States, Soviet 
and French representatives vvith a view to reaching 
agreen1ent on the n1ethods of trial of those major war 
crin1inals \vhose crimes under the Moscow Declara-
tion of October, 1943, have no particular geographi-
cal localization. 
The three governtnents reaffirm thej r intention to 
bring those criminals to swift and sure justice. They 
hope that the negotiations in London 'vill result in 
speedy agreen1ent being reached for this purpose, and 
they regard it as a matter of great importance that the 
trial of those major criminals should begin at the 
earliest possible date. The first list of defendants will 
be published before Septetnber 1. 
AUSTRIA 
The conference exan1ined a proposal by the Soviet 
Governtnent on the extension of the authority of the 
Austrian Provisional Government to all of Austria. 
The three governments agreed that they were pre-
pared to examine this question after the entry of the 
British and American forces into the city of Vienna. 
POLAND 
The conference considered questions relating to 
the Polish Provisional Government and the western 
boundary of Poland. 
On the Polish Provisional Government of National 
Unity they defined their attitude in the follo,ving 
statement: 
A-We have taken note \Vi th pleasure of the 
agreement reached among representative Poles from 
Poland and abroad ~rhich has made possible the 
222 
formation, in accordance with the decisions reached 
at the Crimea Conference, of a Polish Provisional 
Government of l'~ ational Unity recognized by the 
three Powers. The establishment by the British and 
United States Governn1ents of diplomatic relations 
with the Polish Provisional Government has resulted 
in the withdrawal of their recognition from the 
former Polish Government in Lon.don, which no 
longer exists. 
The British and United States Governments have 
taken measures to protect the interest of the Polish 
Provisional Government, as the recognized Govern-
ment of the Polish State, in the property belonging to 
the Polish State located in their territories and under 
their control, \vhatever the form of this property n1ay 
be. They have further taken measures to prevent 
alienation to third parties of such prop~rty. All 
proper facilities will be given to the Polish Provi-
sional Government for the exercise of the ordinary 
legal reme'dies for the recovery of any property be-
longing to the Polish State which may have been 
wrongfully alienated. 
The three Powers are anxious to assist the Polish 
Provisional Government in facilitating the return to 
Poland as soon as practicable of all Poles abroad who 
wish to go, including members of the Polish armed 
forces and the merchant marine. They expect that 
those Poles who return home shall be accorded per-
sonal and property rights on the same basis as all 
Polish citizens. 
ALLIED PRESS TO SEE POLAND 
The three powers note that the Polish Provisional 
Government, in accordance with the decisions of the 
Crimea Conference, has agreed to the holding of 
free and unfettered elections as soon as possible on 
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the basis of uni yersal suffrage and secret ballot in 
\vhich all democratic and anti-Nazi parties shall have 
the right to take part and to put for\vard candidates, 
and that representatives of the Allied press shall en-
joy full f1~eedom to report to the world upon de-
velopments in Poland before and during the elections. 
B-The following agreement vvas reached on the 
vvestern frontier of Poland: 
In conformity with the agreement on Poland 
reached at the Crimea Conference the three heads 
of Governrnent have sought the opinion of the Polish 
Provisional Government of National Unity in regard 
to the accession of territory in the north and west 
which Poland should receive. The president of the 
National Council of Poland and members of the 
Polish Provisional Government of National Unity 
have beeri received at the conference and have fully 
presented their views. The three heads of Govern-
tnent reaffirm their opinion that the final delimitation 
of the western frontier of Poland should avvait the 
peace settlement. 
The three heads of Government agree that, pend-
ing the final determination of Poland's western fron-
tier, the former:- German territories east of a line run-
ning from the Baltic Sea immediately west of S-vvine-
munde, and thence along the Oder River to the con-
fluence of the western N eisse River and along the 
western N eisse to the Czechoslovak frontier, includ-
ing that portion of East Prussia not placed under the 
administration of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re- · 
publics in accordance "rith the understanding reached 
at this Conference and including the area of the for-
n1er free city of Danzig; shall be under the adminis-
tration of the Polish State and for such purposes 
should not be considered as part of the Soviet zone 
of occupation in Germany. 
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CONCLUSION OF PEACE TREATIES AND ADMISSION TO 
THE UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 
The Conference agreed upon the following state-
ment of common policy for establishing, as soon as 
possible, the conditions of lasting peace after victory 
in Europe: 
The three Governments consider it desirable that 
the present anomalous position of Italy, Bulgaria, 
Finland, Hungary and Rumania should be termi-
nated by the conclusion of peace treaties. They trust 
that the other interested Allied Governments will 
share these views. 
For their part, the three Governments have in-
cluded the preparation of a peace treaty for Italy as _ 
the first among the immediate important tasks to be 
undertaken by the new Council of Foreign Ministers. 
Italy was the first of the Axis powers to break with 
Germany, to whose defeat she has made a material 
contribution, and has now joined with the Allies in 
the struggle against Japan. . 
Italy has freed herself from the Fascist regime and 
is making good progress· toward the re-establishment 
of a democratic governn1ent and institutions. The con-
clusion of such a peace treaty with a recognized and 
democratic Italian Government will make it possible 
for the three Governments to fulfill their desire to 
support an application from Italy for membership of 
the United Nations. 
The three Governments have also charged the 
Council of Foreign Ministers with the task of pre-
paring peace treaties for Bulgaria, Finland, Hungary 
and Rumania. 
The conclusion of peace treaties \Vi th recognized 
democratic governments in these states \viii also enable 
the three Governments to support applications from 
them for membership of the United Nations. The 
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three Gove rnn1ents agree to exa rnine, each separately 
in the near future, in the light of the conditions then 
prevai l ing, th e cstabli sh1nen t of diplomatic relations 
\Vi th Fin land , Run1ania , Bul ga r ia and Hungary to 
the extent possi bl~ p r ior to th e conclusion of peace 
treaties \ V i th those coun tri es. 
The th ree G overnn1ents h ave no doubt that in vie\v 
of the changed conditi ons resu lting from the term ina-
tion of the war in Europe, representatives of the 
Allied press w ill enjoy full freedom to report to the 
\Vo rld upon developments in Rumania, Bulgaria, 
Hungary and Finland. 
As regards the admission of other States into the 
United Nations organization, Article 4 of the Charter 
of the United Nations declared that: 
"1. Membership in the United Nations is open to 
all other peace-loving States who accept the obliga-
tions contained in the present Charter and, in the 
judgment of the organization, are able and willing to 
carry out these obligations; 
"2. The admission of any such state to member-
ship in the United Nations will be effected by a de-
cision of the General Assembly upon the recommen-
dation of the Security Council." 
The three Governments, so far as they are con-
cerned, will support applications for membership 
from those States which have remained neutral dur-
ing the war and which fulfill the qualifications set 
out above. 
The three Governments feel bound however to 
make it clear that they for their pa rt would not favor 
any application for membership put for\vard by the 
p resent Spanish Government, which, having been 
founded \Vith the support of the Axis Po\vers, does 
not, in view of its origins, its nature, its record and 
its close association wi tp the aggressor States, possess 
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the qualifications necessary to justify such member-
ship. 
TERRITORIAL TRUSTEESHIP 
The conference examined a proposal by the Soviet 
Government concerning trusteeship territories as de-
fined in the decision of the Crimea Conference and 
in the Charter of the United Nations Organization. 
After an exchange of views on this question it was 
decided that the disposition of any former Italian 
territories was one to be decided in connection with 
the preparation of a peace treaty for Italy and that 
the question of I tali an terri tory would be consid-
ered by the September council of Ministers of For-
eign Affairs. 
REVISED ALLIED CONTROL COMMISSION PROCEDURE 
IN RUMANIA, BULGARIA, AND HUNGARY 
The three Governments took note that the Soviet 
representatives on the Allied Control Commissions 
in Rumania, Bulgaria and Hungary have communi-
cated to their United Kingdom and United States 
colleagues proposals for improving the work of the 
control commission, now that hostilities in Europe 
have ceased. 
The three Governments agreed that the revision 
of the procedures of the Allied Control Commissions 
in these countries would now be undertaken, taking 
into account the interests and responsibilities of the 
th~ee Governments which together presented the 
terms ·of armistice to the respective countries, and 
accepting as a basis the agreed proposals. 
ORDERLY TRANSFERS OF GERMAN POULATIONS 
The conference reached the following agreement 
on the removal of Germans from Poland, Czecho-
slovakia and Hungary: 
The three Governments .having considered the 
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question in all its aspects, recognize that the transfer 
to Germany of Qerman populations, or elements 
thereof, remaining in Poland, Czechoslovakia and 
Hungary, \Vill have to be undertaken. rfhey agree 
that any transfers that take place should be effected 
in an orderly and humane manner. 
Since the influx of a large number of Germans into 
Gertnany would increase the burden already resting 
on the occupying authorities, they consider that the 
Allied Control Council in Gern1any should in the 
first instance examine the problen1 with special re-
gard to the question of the equitable distribution of 
these Germans among the several zones of occupa-
tion . They are accordingly instructing their respective 
representatives on the control council to report to 
their Governtnents as soon as possible the extent to 
which such persons have already entered Germany 
from Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary, and to 
submit an estimate of the time and rate at which 
further transfers could be carried out, having regard 
to the present situation in Germany. 
The Czechoslovak Government, the Polish Pro-
vi sional Government and the control council in Hun-
gary are at the sap)e time being informed of the above 
and are being requested meanwhile to suspend further 
expulsions pending the examination by the Govern-
ments concerned of the report from their repre.senta-
ti ves on the control council. 
MILITARY TALKS 
During the conference there were meetings be-
tween the Chiefs of Staff of the three Governments 
on military matters of common interest. 
Approved: 
]. V. STALIN, 
HARRY S. TRUMAN, 
C. R. ATTLEE. 
